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PRESS RELEASE
Würth Elektronik at Heilbronn Slush'D 2024
Driving Force for the Economy
Waldenburg (Germany), November 8, 2024 - The Würth Elektronik eiSos Group, manufacturer of electronic and electromechanical components, has positioned itself as a technology promoter at Slush'D in Heilbronn, Germany. The festival has been a popular meeting place for founders, start-ups, medium-sized companies, researchers, and investors since 2022.
In an intensive panel talk, Alexander Gerfer, CTO at Würth Elektronik eiSos, Dr. Carsten L. Herzhoff, Managing Director and CTO/COO at Lohmann GmbH & Co. KG, and Timo Gessmann, CTO at Schunk SE & Co. KG, spoke on the topic of start-up support; specifically removing obstacles on the path from idea to product. This task was considered particularly important in the discussion moderated by Dr Sonja Sulzmaier, Managing Partner at Navispace GmbH. The representatives of each company then presented themselves as cooperation partners for start-ups in what was described as a “reverse pitch.”
Alexander Gerfer knows typical start-up problems from his own experience. Before his career at Würth Elektronik, he failed with a start-up because a component was not available in the required small quantity, and there was a lack of support from a manufacturer.
Scalability, Momentum, Credibility 
In his reverse pitch in Heilbronn, Gerfer identified important aspects of start-up funding. For example, it is important to ensure that the prototype can also be produced in series. This means taking a critical look at the product in terms of the availability and producibility of any special components, and also taking into account the service life, recyclability, and reusability in the product design.
The second important aspect is the opening of a network of engineers and potential manufacturing partners within Würth Elektronik's customer base. In this way, small but time-consuming problems can be solved with swarm intelligence, and suitable manufacturing partners can be recommended for the application. In this context, Gerfer described the diverse support options that Würth Elektronik makes available to hardware start-ups, including know-how transfer, design-in support, and EMC pre-compliance tests in the company's own laboratories. The company has a great deal of practical experience in supporting start-ups, most recently in connection with vertical farming, indoor algae cultivation, harvesting robots and biodiversity measurement.
The third aspect, which is especially important for the search for investors, is the increase in credibility through such a co-operation with Würth Elektronik.
“Slush'D is exactly the right environment for us to present our hardware startup funding,” confirms Gerfer. “We are constantly on the lookout for new ideas. We help founders to develop products that are ready for the market and series production - with a focus on ecological and social benefits; electronics for positive impact. At Slush'D, we were able to impressively present what we do and what we promote, and were pleasantly surprised by the interesting feedback and many new contacts that we are consistently pursuing.”
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Expert audience: The Slush'D startup festival is a popular meeting place for founders, startups, SMEs and investors.
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CTO Alexander Gerfer (2nd from left) at the reverse pitch: Würth Elektronik presented itself as an experienced and competent start-up promoter.





About the Würth Elektronik eiSos Group
Würth Elektronik eiSos Group is a manufacturer of electronic and electromechanical components for the electronics industry and a technology company that spearheads pioneering electronic solutions. Würth Elektronik eiSos is one of the largest European manufacturers of passive components and is active in 50 countries. Production sites in Europe, Asia and North America supply a growing number of customers worldwide. 
The product range includes EMC components, inductors, transformers, RF components, varistors, capacitors, resistors, quartz crystals, oscillators, power modules, Wireless Power Transfer, LEDs, sensors, radio modules, connectors, power supply elements, switches, push-buttons, connection technology, fuse holders and solutions for wireless data transmission. The portfolio is complemented by customized solutions.
[bookmark: _Hlk529547556][bookmark: _Hlk5020326]The unrivaled service orientation of the company is characterized by the availability of all catalog components from stock without minimum order quantity, free samples and extensive support through technical sales staff and selection tools. 
Würth Elektronik is part of the Würth Group, the global market leader in the development, production, and sale of fastening and assembly materials, and employs 7,900 people. In 2023, the Würth Elektronik Group generated sales of 1.24 Billion Euro.

Würth Elektronik: more than you expect!
Further information at www.we-online.com
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