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PRESS RELEASE
Würth Elektronik: CTO Alexander Gerfer on the Digital Life Design Connect Board
Smart Agriculture: Intelligent solutions for agriculture 
Waldenburg (Germany), 19 October 2021 – Nourishing an ever faster-growing world population requires innovative concepts in agriculture. In addition to limited natural resources, factors such as climate change must also be taken into account: At the DLD Connect in Munich at the beginning of October 2021, experts from business and science presented their solutions for smart agriculture to the participants.
Christian Dennler, partner at the law firm Schemmel Merk, talked about the topic of special real estate for vertical farming in cities, while Prof. Klaus Lutz, CEO of BayWa, explained his company's role in the digitalization of agriculture on the panel. Alexander Gerfer, CTO of the Würth Elektronik eiSos Group, in turn, presented Horticulture LEDs, a technology with which Würth Elektronik can contribute to ensuring future food production. The following vivid discussion with audience guests such as Senthold Asseng, Director of the World Agricultural System Center TUM, Beate Merk, Member of Bavarian State Parliament, Christine Zimmermann-Lössl, Chairwoman AVF or Stefan Mennerich, Director Media, Digital and Communication at FC Bayern München AG, underlined the importance of looking at different perspectives and networking different disciplines to address the major challenges of the future.
Horticulture LEDs: component for the future of agriculture
The LEDs save energy and enable food to be grown in vertical farming systems directly in the city, which reduces transport distances and thereby cuts CO2 emissions. As a leading manufacturer of electronic and electromechanical components, Würth Elektronik has been working with biologists and agricultural experts in this field for some time. A project in cooperation with the Technical University of Munich to research the influence of wavelengths on the constituents and growth of plants is exemplary of this networked way of thinking and acting.
Tackling challenges together through knowledge sharing
In order to live up to its responsibility for the environment and society, Würth Elektronik has decided to share its horticulture know-how with providers of lighting solutions and developers specializing in agricultural solutions. An example of this is the HortiRack, which was originally developed for internal purposes. The HortiRack replicates a self-contained ecosystem in which conditions for optimal growth can be analyzed by controlling light and monitoring temperature and humidity. In addition, quality parameters such as taste or nutritional value can be influenced. Würth Elektronik shares the biological knowledge acquired with the HortiRacks and discloses information about the components and tools used, such as the Horticulator or the WEllluminate app. Only by working together can the enormous challenges of shaping a life-friendly future be met. Würth Elektronik repeatedly initiates and promotes the networking of international partners from industry in specific projects.
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Image source: Würth Elektronik 
Panel discussion at DLD Connect in Munich (Alexander Gerfer, CTO of the Würth Elektronik eiSos Group, 2nd from left).
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Image source: Würth Elektronik 
Alexander Gerfer, CTO of the Würth Elektronik eiSos Group, explains the Horticulture LED technology.
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Image source: Würth Elektronik 
In many innovative concepts for agriculture, agricultural experts consider LED lighting solutions to play a key role.







About the Würth Elektronik eiSos Group
Würth Elektronik eiSos Group is a manufacturer of electronic and electromechanical components for the electronics industry and a technology company that spearheads pioneering electronic solutions. Würth Elektronik eiSos is one of the largest European manufacturers of passive components and is active in 50 countries. Production sites in Europe, Asia and North America supply a growing number of customers worldwide. 
The product range includes EMC components, inductors, transformers, RF components, varistors, capacitors, resistors, quartz crystals, oscillators, power modules, Wireless Power Transfer, LEDs, sensors, connectors, power supply elements, switches, push-buttons, connection technology, fuse holders and solutions for wireless data transmission.
[bookmark: _Hlk529547556][bookmark: _Hlk5020326]The unrivaled service orientation of the company is characterized by the availability of all catalog components from stock without minimum order quantity, free samples and extensive support through technical sales staff and selection tools. 
Würth Elektronik is part of the Würth Group, the world market leader for assembly and fastening technology. The company employs 7,300 staff and generated sales of 823 million euros in 2020.
Würth Elektronik: more than you expect!
Further information at www.we-online.com
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